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ABOUT THE PROJECT

In 2014, the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee (UWM)
identified two specific but disparate needs for the

campus - the need for a consolidated space for innovative
entrepreneurship, and a need for an updated campus
welcome center. The university acknowledged student-based
programs that foster research, discovery, innovation, and
entrepreneurship were critical for the continued economic
health of southeastern Wisconsin. While there were several
entrepreneurship activities and programs occurring at UWM,
there was no single location that served as a central resource
for those endeavors. To remain competitive in the academic
realm, they needed a dedicated facility on campus that
would support entrepreneurial discovery and partnerships.

\

The university also recognized that their existing outdated
welcome center - housed in a former classroom building - had
outgrown the space and could not meet current demands or
future welcome center goals.

The newly constructed facility was designed to accommodate
these two needs in one highly visible and activated home
within the Lubar Entrepreneurship Center. The result is the
synergistic pairing of two dynamic functions - the new UWM
Welcome Center and Lubar Entrepreneurship Center. The two-
story facility is sited with exceptional visibility at the gateway
to UWM, squarely at the crossroads between the Humanities
and Science quads along the campus’ main east-west path.
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“Milwaukee has a growing entrepreneurial ecosystem...
We believe our students will be better prepared if we give
them skills in innovation, creativity, and entrepreneurship”

Brian Thompson, Director of the Lubar Entrepreneurship Center

The Welcome Center’s goal is to increase the number of
campus tours and special events to nearly 25,000 prospective
student visits annually - a nearly 3-fold increase from 2014.
These student tours are directly tied to the enrollment goals
of the institution, thus playing an integral role in the growth
and success of UWM. To that end, the Welcome Center was
designed to address the specific programmatic staff needs
that support their annual visitor goals. This included clear
wayfinding to the Welcome Center, warm, inviting, and
engaging waiting areas with visible and accessible reception
areas, workspace for full-time staff and 30+ student campus
ambassadors (tour guides), and large-group presentation
rooms.

The Lubar Entrepreneurship Center provides a vibrant,
consolidated home for collaborative, interdisciplinary
innovation and entrepreneurship programs that were
previously scattered across campus. The center is anchored by
the Ideas Challenge Programming that supports education and
entrepreneurship. Spaces within the center include innovation
labs where students develop new products, prototype and
software, project-based rooms, active learning environments,
traditional classrooms, and large group gathering spaces for
speaking and networking events.

Additionally, the center doubles as incubator space for
early-stage start-up companies through gener8ter’'s gBeta
program, Scale Up Milwaukee’s Growth Accelerator program,
an initiative of the Greater Milwaukee Committee, and other
research, academic, and business institutions committed to
innovative idea sharing.

The architects for the facility took care to ensure that all
spaces within the Lubar Entrepreneurship Center were
designed to accommodate a range of user groups with
flexibility and adaptability into the future. The center features
key amenities, such as an in-house outpost of The Grind coffee
shop - a much needed amenity to fuel creative minds at work.
Indoor and outdoor gathering spaces are wired with ample
WI-FI to allow for seamless collaboration both inside and
outside the building.

The Lubar Entrepreneurship Center now serves to showcase
the energy, innovation, and creative momentum that occurs
within the center. The combined facility fosters collaborative
partnerships from within campus and throughout the
community, helping to inspire and attract new students to the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
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